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THE SONNENFELDT CASE ——

The press, led by the N.Y. TIMES and the \\';15!1ington POST, has charged 1o the rescue of Helmnt
Sonnenfeldt, an insider whose steady rise in the behind-the-scenes bm“zuu racy ruling the American people
may be coming to the end, now that he has cmerged from behind-the-scenes, W hile ihe Senate Finance
Commiltee is cons idering hh nomination as Under %( cretary of the Treasury, t“:c House Internal Secuarity
Commiitee is cheeking into his subversive backeronnd. Powertul forces are bringing pressure to bear to have
Sonnenfeldi, top assistant to Henry Kissinger, co'lfnuwd in spite of his previous espion: e activilies

President Nixon nominated the 46-vear old Sonnenfeldt to he Under Secretary of the In:usury in which
post Sonucnfeldt would have the responsibility ol shaping the Administraiion’s p!:m< for increasing
Bast-West trade and for establishing a new international monetary system that would include Communist
nations. Several {ormer Foreign Runco carcer oflicers filed obje clions and testificd against the nomination
which was referred 1o the Senate Finance Commiltee for C(minnmflun hearings on n]J) 5, 1973,
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On July 26, 1973, Congressman John M. Ashbrook of Ohio. Senior Repullican Minority member of the

. J g . P {
House Inl(‘m 1] Security Commiltee, opcm'd hearines on the Yederal Civil Employees Loyally Security
Program. The hearimgs are beme held o executive sesston and informed sources state that Otto Ot yha’s

: '
testimony about sccurtty risks Cmpmwd by the State Department will be shocking when publiched. Mr,
Otepka personall h.mlll( *one of the investications on Helmut Sonnenfeldt, which involved a 2.4 hour a
I I ) . - b - . . ? -

day surveitlance, a legal wiretap on his telenhones and the mterviewmy of numerous witnesses, It was
conclusively deter .mmd thai on more than one occasion Sonnenfeldt l.ad lurne (l over recret documents
and confidentid mlormation to unauthorized persons among whoin were agents of a foreizn power.

Assistant Altorney General Henry E. Petersen, who is in charge of the Criminal Division of the
])Cpmlm( nt oof Justice, recently testified before the Senate Watergate Conunitlee and was in complete
support of President Nixon’s innocence in connection with Wateeeate. He is also in complete support of
Sonnenfeldl. When Petersen’s attention was called to Pand Seotls syndicated column which revealed details
of Sonuenfeldt’s act of turning over seeret documents to foreign asents, he replicd as follow s: (Quote)

This 1s n response to your recent letter to the Attorney General concerning a recent ne wspaper article Ly
Paul Scott discussing 'h(‘ nomination of Mr. Helinut Sonnenfeldt to be Lndu Scerctary of the Preasury
Departiment and swwhether he would be a suitable cansdidale for that p();«'ltion.

Exceative Ordee JO150 requires that an inves tization he made of all cmployees of the executive hranch
before they can bhe .n(q)h d for a position. The Order further uqx dares that all persons piivileced Lo he
emplovees i the executive hranch must he loval o the United States, and that no one ni vy huiu such a
sensitive po- m(m with the govermmern! unlezs ln\ cmoloynent i determined to be ole .uly constotent witi
the inderests of the nattonal security. These requiremenis apply ol conrse, o all presidential nominees,
incliding thove to hean Under Seeretary.,

In aceordance with that Ocder, the Federal Bureau ol Invedli cation has conducted a nnmber of
mvestivations of Mo SonnenfeldUs elivracter and lovalty i cotnee tm'c wilh varions posittons he hows held in
that excentive hraneh in the pazt b afl of those eases e resulls were determine N Lo be favarable, This,
althoush wecannot dicelose the contents of any. of the Durean's mvesticative files to one outside the
Federal covernment, the results of these investpations, do nat .\:1]»1'»({:'[ Mo Seotls suevestion in his article
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